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HGSA Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) 
TRAVEL AWARDS
OVERVIEW
This year the 49th Human Genetics Society of Australasia (HGSA) Annual Scientific Meeting is being held in Te Pae, Christchurch, New Zealand, from 1-4 August 2026. The Vic/Tas HGSA branch committee has allocated funds to support members attending this meeting. 

We have travel awards available to cover the cost of early-bird registration for 
2 full members and 3 student members.

GUIDELINES AND ELIGABILITY

· There are two categories of travel award: 
General Award; 
· This award is open to full HGSA members, including trainees, in all disciplines.
· Applicants must be current financial members of the HGSA.
Student Award; 
· This award is open to current student members of the HGSA (e.g. Undergraduate/Honours/Masters/PhD) and full HGSA members who were students in the previous year and have completed the course.
· Both awards are equivalent to the cost of early bird registration.
· All awards will be given as reimbursement of fees, not as a cash prize, upon the provision of original receipts.
· Successful recipients must claim reimbursement by 30-Nov-2026
· The number of ASM travel awards offered in 2026 may be adjusted according to the number and type of applications received. 
· Applications received after the closing date will not be considered.
· Abstracts will be judged by members of the HGSA Vic/Tas Branch committee.
· If a member of the HGSA Vic/Tas Branch committee submits an application for either award, they will be excluded from the judging process. If insufficient committee members are available to judge abstracts, then one or more HGSA Vic/Tas members may be invited to join the judging panel in their place.
· Awardees must be prepared to give an ~5-10-minute oral presentation of their research at that year’s HGSA Vic/Tas branch AGM, if requested.
· Successful applicants will be notified prior to the close of early bird registrations. 
· Applications will be judged on the quality of the submitted abstract AND lay summary using the following criteria, original research will be prioritised over case studies or audits.
	Criteria
	Score

	Accepted abstract
	essential

	Submitted abstract
	

	Quality of research 
	/5

	Clarity/flow 
	/5

	Study design
	/5

	Contribution/significance to human genetics
	/5

	Lay summary
	

	Communication to a lay audience
	/5

	Role in the presented work
	

	Declaration of the applicant’s role in the presented work 
	/5

	Total
	/30



The decision of the HGSA Vic/Tas Branch committee is final. If no applications of a suitable standard are received, the committee reserves the right to make no travel grant awards, in either or both categories. 

All applications should be submitted by email to the HGSA Vic/Tas Branch committee secretary as A SINGLE PDF DOCUMENT that includes the completed application form and all supporting documentation. Applications not received as a single PDF document will NOT be considered. 





Applications close at 12pm (12 noon) 
on Thursday 4 June 2026
All applications and correspondence are to be sent to HGSA branch secretary at victasbranch@hgsa.org.au
HGSA ASM TRAVEL AWARD APPLICATION FORM

	SECTION 1 – To be completed by ALL applicants

	Applicant details

	Name
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	HGSA membership status

	I am a current financial member of the HGSA?       
	

	I have been a financial member of the HGSA since:
	

	I am based in (select one):

	Victoria / Tasmania

	HGSA Membership Number:
	

	NOTE: Previous award winners in one category are ineligible to apply in the subsequent 5 years for an ASM travel award in the same category, but may apply for an ASM travel award in a different category.

☐  I have not received a travel award in the last 5 years in the category I’m applying for.


	Declaration of applicant’s role in the presented work

	Outline the role of the applicant in the design, execution and analysis of the research presented in the abstract. (50-500 words)

	

	Alternate funding declaration 

	All applicants MUST declare the amount and type of any alternate sources of funding including other travel grants applied for, including CME/CPD, employer or institutional support,ok for attending the conference. This may be considered in the ranking of applications. (No Word Limit)

	



	SECTION 2 – Complete this section if applying for a STUDENT travel award.

	Course details

	Name of course
	

	Institution 
	

	Current year of study
	

	Expected year of graduation
	

	Proof of current or previous enrolment in a course relevant to human genetics – please attach to the end of this application 

	Statement of support from supervisor

	I declare that ……. [insert name of applicant] … ….will be supported to attend the above conference if they are the recipient of an HGSA Vic/Tas Branch travel award.

	Name
	

	Date
	

	Signature
	

	I    ☐ DO    ☐ DO NOT    have a conflict of interest to declare. 
Details:



	SECTION 3 – Complete this section if applying for a GENERAL travel award.

	Employment details

	Current position
	

	Employer
	

	Proof of employment in the field relevant to human genetics (an email from employer or supervisor will suffice) – please attach to the end of this application 

	Statement of support from employer/supervisor

	I declare that ……. [insert name of applicant]… ….will be supported to attend the above conference if they are the recipient of an HGSA Vic/Tas Branch travel award.

	Name
	

	Date
	

	Signature
	

	I    ☐  DO      ☐   DO NOT     have a conflict of interest to declare. 
Details:





	SECTION 4 – To be completed by ALL applicants

	Abstract 

	Abstract submitted 

	Poster
Oral presentation
Either poster or oral presentation

	Submitted abstract – please attach to the end of this application. 
Please note that the HGSA Vic/Tas Branch will be notified of successful abstracts and whether the abstract has been awarded as a poster or oral presentation.

	Lay summary

	Please alter your submitted abstract to make it a plain English summary (maximum 250 words) describing the 1) project aim; 2) significance; 3) outcome/s or expected outcome/s; and 4) benefits. Note there is no need to break your abstract up with subheadings. 
























	Declaration 

	
I declare that the information supplied by me on this form is complete, true and correct in every particular. If I am unable to attend the conference, I agree to return grant funds to the HGSA as soon as practicable. In the event that my presentation is cancelled by the conference organiser, I will notify the HGSA Vic/Tas Branch secretary as soon as possible for consideration on a case-by-case basis.


	Signature:


	

	Date:
	



Supporting documentation checklist. 
Attach all supporting documents to the end of this application and return as a SINGLE PDF FILE.
☐   Completed application form
☐   Proof of employment in a field relevant to human genetics (general award)
☐   Proof of enrolment in a course relevant to human genetics (student award)
☐   Completed declaration of applicant’s role in complete work in section 1
☐   Completed lay abstract/summary in section 4
☐   Submitted abstract attached
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